
CASE OF MONSTROSITY

The following case is related by Dr. C. J. Blackburn, of Wood-
ford Co. Ky. in ihe last No. of the Transylvania Med. Journal.
Mrs. Sullivan, of this counly, was taken in labor on Sunday, the 19th

of Sept. eight months, she supposed, after conception. The liquor amnii
was evacuated ; the pains continued until ihe 21st. I saw her that day,
ill nine o'clock, and upon examination found that the hands presented.
These being relumed, and the feet brought down, I attempted delivery,
bul finding thai the child did not progress, I made another examination,
and then discovered that there were four feel presenting. I tried lo re-
turn two of the legs, but found it impracticable. It occurred to me at
this moment that there must be a union of the children, which on exami-
nation I found to be the fact. In this state of things, nothing was left
but to bring down both children at the same time, and thus accomplish
the delivery. It was effected in the following manner :—The patient
being placed on the lap of an assistant, with her feet resting on the rounds
of two chairs ; taking hold of all the feet and wailing for a pain, which
soon came on, I very easily delivered all but the heads of the children,
one of which pressed the pubis, the other the sacrum. These being
turned, one opposite the right, and the other the left, acetabulum, I ex-

perienced no difficulty in completing ihe delivery.
At birth one of the children was alive—the other in a stale of asphyxia,

in which it remained about an hour, but vitality commenced at the point
of union, and progressed slowly, until it bail extended hall way up the
body. The child then began to gape, and in a short time the circulation
became general. On inspecting the connection between the children, I
found it, as nearly as can be described, as follows : The backs were unit-
ed obliquely, commencing at the os sacrum, and extending down lo the
coccyx. The right nates of the right child, and the left of the left, form-
ed a complete buttock, resembling the nates of an infant. Between
these was the anus, common to both, and immediately beyond ibis, the
pudendae of each united, the labiae being incomplete, inasmuch as ibey
formed but one for each child. The mons veneris, clitoris, &c. were

complete, as also the nympbae, and the urethra, each vagina being imper-
forate. The innominate were united at the sacrum, which was larger
than natural, and common to both children. The umbilical cord started
single from the placenta, bul in about thirteen inches bifurcated, aud sent
a branch to each child. One branch was nine, the other seven inches
long, from ihe bifurcation, the longest supplying the most vigorous child.
At the point of separation, the arteries of each cord divided, as did also
the veins.

At the age of three weeks, the children were vigorous—each crying,
sleeping, eating, and moving independently of tbe other. They died of
dysentery, the most vigorous about five minutes before ihe oilier, having
also been affected three or four days earlier. Near the lime of their
death, they were both similarly affected.

Upon dissection after death, the osseous union was found to commence
at ihe superior portion of the sacrum, extending to the inferior extremity
of the coccyx. The cavity of the pelvis of each, was separated by the
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peritonaeum of each, which formed two laminae or folds. I passed a

probe in a direct line wilh ihe umbilicus, and met with no obstruction
except these folds of the peritonaeum, which were about the eighth of an
inch apart.

But for the disease which carried them off, having no connection with
their deformity, these children might have survived, presenting the world
with a more remarkable lusus natura than lhat which has excited so

deep an interest in the Siamese Twins.

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, DECEMBER 30, 1835

PRACTICAL PHRENOLOGY.

Some weeks ago, notice was given in this Journal of the forthcoming of a
treatise, wilh the above title, by Silas Jones. The work is since pub-
lished, and exhibits satisfactory evidence of the author's minute acquaint-
ance with a subject to which all the energy of his inquiring mind has
been devoted. Though a multitude of writers have of late enlisted under
the banners of this comparatively new and captivating science, they have
not all been equally successful in proselyting their readers. The perse-
cution which they have received was never more ineffectually employed
to limit the extension of any doctrine ; it has rather stimulated, than re-

tarded, the onward and steady inarch of phrenology. Ridicule is certainly
a potent weapon, and is sometimes the most certain means of subduing
even the influence of philosophical truth. The combined efforts of oppo-
sera, both in Europe and America, from the day that Dr. Gall announced
to the world his novel discovery that the brain, instead of being a single
organ, was in reality a congeries of them, by which the characteristic
powers of the soul are manifested, have aimed to make this the subject of
endless abuse, merriment and vituperation. Such, too, to a considerable
extent, has been tbe destiny, till of late, of all his followers. When Har-
vey first broached tbe doctrine of the circulation of the blood, he was
assailed by a host of grave, argumentative opponents, who saw nothing in
his pretended discovery but gross deception. In admitting that some of
his assertions were facts, they could foresee no possible benefit arising
from the overthrow of the old, respectable theory, that the blood ran out
from the heart during the day and returned again at night. In the gene-
ral excitement—for the whole profession seems to have been alarmed by
a simultaneous panic—the ideas of'a double heart and the Iwo circulations
were decided to be altogether speculations : it was all ingenious theory,
but of no possible service in illustrating either the phenomena of disease
or difficult points in physiology. Nothing, in their apprehension, equalled,
in beauty and simplicity, the venerable manner of disposing of the blood
by squeezing it through the partition between the two ventricles or auri-
cles, as circumstances might require. The lungs, too, were bellows,
admirably constructed for blowing a cooling current of air, that the tem-
perature of the body might never r se to an uncomfortable heat. But no

power which the antagonists of that great philosopher could wield, suc-
ceeded in smothering in embryo the revolution which was effected by his

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on June 28, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


